








In Confidence

Appendix 2: Attendee list and biographies

Vanessa Thornton, Group Director of Operations, Health NZ Counties Manukau

Vanessa is the GDO for Counties Manukau. She is also an emergency physician.

Dr Chris Hopkins — AMRAC Clinical Lead & Consultant Physician

Chris has been a Consultant Physician at Middlemore Hospital since 2017 working clinically
in both Acute Medicine and Infectious Diseases. He is the Clinical Lead for AMRAC as well
as a clinician seeing patients in it.

Sophia Climaco, Specialty Clinical Nurse

Sophie is a senior nurse with over 13 years of clinical experience. She has been with
Middlemore (General Medicine) for over 6 years and has joined the AMRAC team, providing
clinical expertise and service coordination for day-to day operations.

Cate Paras, Nursing Lead, Hospital In The Home

Charge Nurse Manager for HITH Counties since 2022, facilitating the service expansion
during the COVID pandemic to deliver more acute, hospital-level care in patients’ homes.
Now managing acute-on-chronic disease care at a regional level. Prior to HITH, worked in
the Emergency Department at Middlemore for 10 years, including 4 years as Associate
Charge Nurse Manager

Ruwan Wijayaratna, Head of Department, General Medicine

Ruwan is a Gen Med SMO. Current head of department of General Medicine and clinical
lead HiTH at Counties Manukau.

Miranda Wassenaar, Service Manager, General Medicine

Miranda has been a Service Manager for the Medicine Division from February 2020.
Currently responsible for the General Medicine portfolio and a huge focus on creating as
much patient flow as possible within the inpatient General Medicine wards.
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