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1. The purpose of the event is to announce funding to support self-employed Lead
Maternity Carers (LMC) midwives to undertake antenatal immunisations events (Tdap —
whooping cough, flu, and COVID-19).

2.  The event will announce funding to support self-employed LMC midwives to deliver
antenatal immunisations, with training and cold-chain setup support, to boost coverage
among pregnant women.

3. Itis within the current endorsed midwifery scope of practice to administer antenatal
immunisations — however, unlike primary care providers and pharmacies, LMC
midwives have been unable to claim for vaccination event payments. Administering
immunisation is not listed in the Primary Maternity Services Notice (which sets out the
terms and conditions under which LMC midwives are paid by Health New Zealand
(Health NZ), and associated service specifications).

4. Within New Zealand there are three Maternity Practice Management System (PMS)
providers that LMC midwives use to claim for services under the Primary Maternity
Services Notice. Health NZ invited these providers to participate in a Request For
Proposal (RFP) process for a payment system, with the Midwifery and Maternity
Providers Organisation (MMPO) selected as the preferred provider.

5. A two-year agreement (1 July 2025 — 30 June 2027) between MMPO and Health NZ
was signed on 8 July 2025. Health NZ has committed $730,000 to support this initiative.
This funding is currently for antenatal immunisations (Tdap, influenza, COVID-19).
Payment for additional vaccines such as MMR, HPV and infant vaccines may be
introduced later.

6. Botany Downs Birthing Unit (birthing unit) is a midwifery-led service in East Auckland
supporting the provision of maternity care as a provider to approximately 1,000
pregnancies per year, hosting 198 births in 2024 and 1,200 postnatal stays. The
maternal immunisation service (located within/at the birthing unit) was established in
2023. It has provided 1,299 immunisations during pregnancy, from May 2023 to July
2025, which include flu and pertussis or post birth vaccinations for measles, rubella and
mumps for those detected as non-immune or low immunity during pregnancy.

7. The birthing unit has vaccines and a cold chain process to ensure safe provision — LMC
midwives who access the birthing unit for their clinics can provide this service too. There
are 21 LMC midwives who use the birthing unit for clinics and birthing. During the period
July 2024 to June 2025, 530 pregnant women were immunised — 375 Boostrix, 24 flu
and 15 MMR immunisations were administered.

8. Currently, the Midwifery Council endorsed scope of practice covers the antenatal and
postnatal period up until the baby is six weeks old. The Council is currently considering
expanding the scope to cover all-of-life vaccinations.

Recent communications from the sector and public
9. Sector communications were released by MMPO and the New Zealand College of

Midwives on 12 August 2025 about the new funding available to them and how LMCs
can register. Both organisations will be monitoring their social media channels closely to
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