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	Advisory
Advisory_2026_NCAMP_ Change to National Health Index (NHI) Numbering System
Date of Issue:  
12 December 2025	

	Proposed Implementation Date:  
01 July 2026
	Subject:  
Change to National Health Index (NHI) Numbering System

	ADVISORY NOTIFICATION

	Summary:
The National Health Index (NHI) has assigned the majority of the currently available NHI numbering range. Existing allocations of NHI numbers are forecast to be exhausted in 2026 based on current rates of allocation.

	National Collections Impacted by Change:
	NHI – All Collections

	Context of the Change: 
The NHI is crucial for linking patient health information in New Zealand. Created at birth or during the first interaction of an individual with health services, it includes a unique identifier and demographic information.

	Details of Proposed Change: 
Current and new formats
• Current Format: AAANNNC (3 alpha, 3 numeric, 1 numeric check digit) - covers 9 million unique identifiers.
• New Format: AAANNAX (3 alpha, 2 numeric, 1 alpha, 1 alpha check digit) - expands to 33 million unique identifiers.

Both formats will co-exist. 

Action required
Health IT suppliers must ensure systems support both formats by 30 June 2026.

Next steps
1. Self-compliance testing: Ensure your systems are ready for the change. [Click here for self-assessment]
2. Update compliance status: Update your compliance status, request support, and provide feedback. [Click here to update your status]

Additional support
For more information, please view the information on the HNZ website:
•	NHI Overview
•	NHI Format Change 
•	HISO Standard Compliance

Email: Integration@tewhatuora.govt.nz 

	What is Expected of the Sector: 
Health IT suppliers must ensure systems support both NHI formats by 30 June 2026.

	Impact of Change on National Collection(s): 
All National Collections will be analysed to determine the impact of the changes. New format NHI numbers are available in the pre-production compliance test environment.  Therefore, system vendors can begin testing use of the new format NHIs.

	Contact: If you have any questions regarding this change notice, please email ncamp@tewhatuora.govt.nz
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